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Microsofts cloud-based productivity applications, including Office Online and Excel Online, have been
widely criticised by many office workers. Among those most vociferous have been government

workers who use these applications, which are free, to store and edit government documents. I know
that a lot of people in our community were dependent on the volume-licensed end user license

model and software distribution model. It’s no surprise that many of you would now be complaining
about Microsoft Office 2016 on the cloud. Believe it or not, this was also a choice that the office
users themselves in the United States made when they licensed the Office 2010 version. This

occurred to align Office 2013 and Office 2016 not only to feature parity with Office 2010, but also be
able to leverage the benefits of cloud-based services without having to build and manage those

services for users. Ugh. Office 2016. In the spirit of the free fun I intended to start having, I decided
to run the Office 2016 installer and see what else that version had to offer. Its popularity has been
growing steadily since launching as a beta last year, making it not only an excellent Office title for
the clouds, but also an excellent general productivity tool. All I can say is, Imagine that the people

who bought Office 2010 were still on Office 2007. However, we can certainly talk about the problems
associated with the cloud-based version of Office. We are very disappointed that these companies
chose to adopt this cloud-based pricing model without knowing or contemplating the ramifications

that it would have on their long-time, loyal customers.
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