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. .Ace restaurant Ace is a major chain of Asian restaurants operating in Canada. It was founded in
1980 by Norman Toyosaburo, an American-Canadian business entrepreneur and the present
chairman of the company. Some of its notable branches include The Imperial Palace in Victoria and
West Edmonton Mall in Edmonton. After selling to the PGA Tour in 2006, the company rebranded as
Adam's Restaurants and remains a wholly owned subsidiary of the Tour to this day. Ace is a member
of the American-based Franchise Group, the largest franchise company in North America. History
Founding Norman Toyosaburo, a Yukon native and a wealthy oil and gas tycoon, had met his then-
wife at the River Cafe in London, United Kingdom, and the two struck up a friendship. In 1978,
Norman Toyosaburo began to frequent the River Cafe once every two weeks. One evening, he was
impressed when he noticed that the cafe had no menu and all the staff were baristas who whipped
up a variety of coffees and teas as quickly as possible. Shortly after, Toyosaburo created a menu
that included 25 items while the café garnered attention for its no-choice approach. He then opened
the first "Chef's Cafe" at the River Cafe. This concept quickly spread to Canada and the United
States, with numerous other restaurants opening their doors. In 1980, Toyosaburo established a
Canadian subsidiary, "Chefs du Monde", in Vancouver and renamed the Chefs Cafe to "Ace". Growing
success Ace grew at an immense speed, expanding to all provinces and territories. By the end of
1985, the number of branches had increased to 200 and had a capitalisation of $20 million. In 1985,
the second "Ace" restaurant was opened in Winnipeg. The restaurant is situated in a large apartment
building, and underwent a gradual renovation in order to remain suitable with the changing
neighbourhoods. In 1996, the company reached its pre-recession success with the opening of its first
branch in Edmonton. The branch was deemed an instant success and became the fastest-growing
Canadian restaurant to open a restaurant in recent history. The company opened three more
restaurants in Edmonton in 1997. In 1998, the company had a major breakthrough when it had
opened its first restaurant in California. The restaurant was a success and the company decided to
expand in the state. The second "Ace" restaurant
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