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I can hear the coughs. Later on, I understand. I can
hear the paper tearing. I can hear the rustling of the

wrapping paper. I can hear the celebration. I can
hear the babies crying. I can hear the wind rustling
through the trees. I can hear the crickets. I can hear
the electrical wires. But, for the past seven years, I
have been silent. Because the past is now the past.
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And I am the past. The birds will go on chirping. The
bees will continue to buzz. The dog will walk up and
down the yard. The cat will. I can hear the trucks. I
can hear the people. I can hear the conversations. I
can hear the tv playing. I can hear the music. I can

hear. I can hear the crowds, I can hear the
screaming. I can hear the dirges. I can hear the

marching. I can hear the yells. I can hear the sorrow.
I can hear the. I can hear the chirping of the birds. I
can hear the rustling of the leaves. I can hear the. I

can hear the beating of the heart. I can hear the sobs.
I can hear the cries. I can hear the laughter. I can
hear the. I can hear the. I can hear the pain. I can
hear the. I can hear the. I can hear the. I can hear
the. I can hear the. I can hear the. I can hear the. I
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